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 Sadly, the East Kaua’i Y’s Men’s Club announced it 

 will no longer be a member of the Hawaii Region. 

 The aging of  their members was the primary  

 reason for dissolving the club.   

  The club was chartered on July 17, 1950 and served 

  the YMCA of Kaua’i and local community for 72 

  years.  In partnership with the YMCA, the club was 

  instrumental in sponsoring and organizing youth  

  basketball and senior softball leagues throughout 

  the island. For many years the club sponsored the  

  annual keiki fun run for children ages 3 to 16. 

  The first Spelling Bee on Kaua’i was established 

 by the club.  The members chose the words for  

  the contest, selected the judges and provided cash 

  prizes to the winners. 

  Over the years, the club assisted with repair work 
  at the YMCA Camp in Ha’ena and also served as 
 camp counselors during the camp’s summer 
 programs. 

In the words of Bobby Stivers-Apiki,  “The Hawaii 
Region, the U.S. Area and Y's Men' International 
have been enriched with the leadership, dedication, 
service and commitment of the E. Kauai Club since 
1950.  It's understandable the reason to dissolve the 
 club at this time but be assured how proud and 

  honored we are of the outstanding contribution your 
 club provided to Y'sdom and your community.  We 
  will long remember the last Hawaii Region 
 Convention on Kauai in 2017 where the Region 
  honored the members of your club.”  

Kuʻi Ka Pahu 
Beat the Drum 

Serve and Make a Difference 

Hawai’i Region Y Service Club Bulletin – October 2022 

     MEETINGS 

  Metro Meeting: 

Date: January 2023. TBD 

Location:  TBD 

Mid - Year Meeting 
Date: November 12, 2022 
Time: 9:00 AM 

Place: Ilima Hotel 

  Hawaii Region Convention 
Date:  May 5 -7, 2023 
Location:  Hilo, Hawaii 

MONTHLY CLUB FOCUS 

October 
Alexander Scholarship Fund/ 

Brad Ishida Dollars for Scholars 
RSD:  June Niimi (Hilo) 

November 
Building Fellowship Program 

RSD:  Freda Nakamoto 
(Windward) 

December 
Christian Emphasis 

RSD:  Isaac Sakamoto 
(Nuuanu) 

January 
YMCA Service 

RSD:  Melanie Kaaihue-
Yoshida (Kalihi) 





CLUB HAPPENINGS 

ATHERTON Y SERVICE CLUB 

Working with Aloha Tree Alliance to restore the Kuliʻouʻou Trailhead, members transported 
water jugs up the Kuliʻouʻou trail, where other volunteers watered native plants and filled up a 
water catchment tank.   On October 22 the members will be planting native trees, removing 
invasive species, and creating natural barriers for the hiking trail. 

HILO Y’S MEN AND WOMEN’S CLUB 
By Bobby Stivers-Apiki and Alyah Cortez 

Aloha Fellow Y Service Members & Friends, 

Our very own Alyah Cortez from Hilo represented our Hawaii Region 
and U.S. Area International Y Service Clubs at the International Youth 
Convocation (IYC) in Chiang Mai, Thailand in September.  She joined 
about 70 youth from  around the globe to share meaningful dialogue 
regarding youth issues and action. 

Alyah’s mom is Wendy Cortez, a member of the Hilo Y's Men & Women's Club and CEO of 
The Island of Hawaii YMCA. 

Alyah's commitment to the youth included changing her return flight home to volunteer teaching 
and speaking with the YMCA Chiang Mai kids during their English Camp. 



Alyah’s report on her IYC experience: 
 

Aloha everyone, 
 

I am grateful beyond belief for being given an opportunity to attend the Convention in 
Chiang Mai, Thailand. Everyone at the Hilo Y’s Men and Women’s Club, the Y’s Men 
International organization Hawaii Region Y service clubs, and the Island of Hawaii YMCA 
made this opportunity possible for me. I am extremely grateful for this opportunity because I 
was able to meet new friends, amazing people, and out-going children. At first, I was 
nervous to be there because it was my first time going out of the country and being with 
complete strangers but YMCA Thailand was so welcoming and everyone else that were 
there attending the convocation was very outgoing and made me feel right at home. I had 
never been on a trip like this before and I was blessed to have this opportunity to help 
children in need. 

 
The first couple of days were cultural nights so we got to learn about different cultures from 
all over the world. I was able to share my culture from Hawai’i and dance Hula. I shared 
Island of Hawaii YMCA Island Key Chains made at the New Horizons Day Camp. I also 
received little gifts such as tea, coasters, little dolls, candy and chips from different 
countries. The next few days consisted of sightseeing around Chiang Mai and visiting the 
lovely temples. It was very interesting to say the least because of the practices, beliefs, and 
religion that goes into the temples was a refreshing site to see! 

 
Finally, we got to enjoy our time with the Keiki. I was so shocked to see how different their 
schooling really was. I am grateful for the American way of teaching because Thai kids 
barely do any real school work such as reading, writing, etc. They are taught to make crafts 
and food to sell to tourists rather than learning more about reading and writing. They were 
not as rich and privileged as we are but they truly and wholeheartedly grateful for the life 
that they live. I wish American culture was that way because they didn't need a lot to be 
happy and boy they were so happy and full of joy. On top of traveling, meeting new friends 
and children, I got to also learn more about leadership skills. It was nice getting to learn 
new leadership skills because you want to be a leader in everything that you do. I now 
know that It is important to realize that people receiving information and help come from all 
different backgrounds and walks of life, languages can be both positive and negative 
barriers, language is so important, understanding cultures and why people do what they do, 
when they do it is important. I feel that my knowledge of being introduced to new cultures 
will help me become a great leader someday in my field of work and how I will serve the 
community in which I plan on living, working and raising my family . All in all I had a great 
time and I couldn’t thank the Island of Hawai’i YMCA and the Y’s Men International for such 
an amazing and unforgettable trip to Thailand. I am definitely excited to attend the next IYC. 
 
With that being said, mahalo nui loa to the Hawaii Region Y Service clubs, the Y’s Men 
International, Hilo Y’s Men and Women’s Club and the Island of Hawaii YMCA for supporting 
me without you all, this would not be possible. 

 
Much love, 
Alyah 

  
 
 



 
 
 

KAIMUKI Y SERVICE CLUB 
By Katie Kaahanui 
 
If you recall Katie Kaahanui,  a member of the Kaimuki Y Service Club, was selected to 
represent the Hawaii Region as a volunteer for the YMCA Sioux Service Project during         
July 28-31, 2022.  It should be noted, Katie’s grandmother and father are from Sisseton, South 
Dakota and were registered members of the Oglala Lakota Sioux. Katie shares her thoughts 
regarding this service project: 
 
“My experience volunteering at the Sioux YMCA was truly heart-opening.  Located in the small, 
remote town of Dupree, South Dakota, the Sioux YMCA is a critical source of valuable 
community resources for children and families in the area. One of the most unique features 
about this Y was the layout - instead of having everything located within a specific branch, 
departments and services are spread apart throughout the town which, in its entirety, is well 
within walking distance. Nearly every block had a different Y feature - a childcare center, a 
community garden, staff offices, and the volunteer center that almost serve as pillars of 
structure and stability for a town that is ridden with poverty and high unemployment. There is 
also a deep cultural component to this Y which makes it stand out from your typical branch. 
The Lakota values and ways of living are weaved into how this Y operates as demonstrated in 
their programming and offerings to the community.  
 
We were grateful to have been able to contribute to beautifying the community garden, which 
serves as a hands-on learning experience for those in the children programs. We also spent 
much of our time at Camp Marrowbone helping to build what will soon be a family cabin for 



those visiting the campgrounds. So many features at camp embody the Lakota culture and 
make it a place of deep restoration for all who visit: the tipis on the lake, the abundant sage 
growing, and the resilient, happy spirits of the youth (and amazing staff) in programs. 
 
 
This short trip reinforced the fact that the resources provided by the Y are critical and necessary 
to creating stronger communities, especially for those in areas where access to opportunities 
beyond formal schooling are hard to attain. I left this trip inspired to give back and serve with 
this community in the future, and am deeply grateful to the Y’s Men for allowing me to 

participate in this life changing experience!“ 
 

 
 

 
 
KALIHI Y SERVICE CLUB 
 
Kalihi Y's Men repaved Phil Chun’s driveway as a fundraiser. The driveway had a sunken spot 
which they filled in, covered the entire driveway with new asphalt, and applied sealant. The 
project took a few hours over two days in late July. 

 

 



NUUANU Y’S MEN AND WOMEN’S CLUB 

Great Brother Club fellowship! Nu'uanu Y's Men & Women's Club is brother club with Osaka 
Centennial Y's Men Club and Y's Men Club of Bauhinia. Members of the three clubs and guests 
joined in this exchange of song and dance performances. 

HAWAII SERVICE AREAS REPORT 

Alexander Scholarship Fund/Brad Ishida Dollars for Scholars 

For more than 60 years, the Alexander Scholarship Fund has provided YMI’s most direct way 
to support the YMCA. The foremost purpose of the ASF is to promote the training of YMCA 
staff by providing funds to develop YMCA leadership.  

Likewise, the Brad Ishida Dollars for Scholars serves the same purpose of providing funding 
for training of YMCA Staff locally. 

For applications and forms contact RSD June Niimi at juneniimi@msn.com 



       
  Building Fellowship Program (formerly Brotherhood Fund) 

         By RSD Freda Nakamoto 

 
  William Shakespeare said, “That which we call a rose by any other name would     

  smell as sweet.”  In the same light, whether it’s called the Brotherhood Fund or    

  the Building Fellowship Program it’s still a worthy place to participate in and   

  place your donations.  The fund’s purpose is to build fellowship among club 
members and  inspire leadership within the YMI organization.   It provides grants to attend 
conventions, training, internship, for visits to other clubs in places far from home and more to 
enrich the lives of the fund grantees.  We need to support the uplifting of members, our youth, 
etc.  Anyone gaining a wealth of experiences and mentorship from receiving a grant will be a 
wonderful asset to the Y and their community.  Building better people will build a better world 
for humanity. 

 
Also, contributions can win your club an award.  The Club awards are Bronze, Silver, Gold and 
Platinum.  The Region Awards are the Ernie Bell Award and the Alf Reynolds Award.  Challenge your 
club members and/or challenge your brother clubs.  Some healthy competition can be fun.  While your 
commitment to the Building Fellowship Program should not be because you want an award, recognition 
is always nice to receive. 
 
Per the Policy Review Task Force, clubs planning to host delegates must submit their plans by the 
December 1st deadline.  Application for grants need to be submitted on or before 1 May 2023.  You can 
help to broaden someone’s life experience while you do the same to yours.  Encounter new ideas and 
ways of life by hosting delegates. 
 
You all know times are hard.  COVID has drained us, financially and spirituality.  Fight back by reaching 
deep to help fund a worthy program. 

 
 

 Christian Emphasis 
 By RSD Isaac Sakamoto 
 

The Excellence of Love 
 

"If I speak with the tongues of men and of angels, but do not have love, I have become a 
noisy gong or a clanging cymbal."  
 
Love is patient, love is kind...1 Corinthians 13:1,4 

 
As we continue to dedicate and commit our efforts to the mission and purpose of YMI, let us 
always be gently flowing with a love full of grace for the people we serve and each other. 

 
Have a blessed day! 

 

 
 



 
 

  

 

It doesn’t have to be spooky!  

 

 

86 th Hawaii Region Convention  
  

 May 5 –  7, 2023 
  

 Hilo Haw aiian Hotel 
  

 Hilo, Island of Hawaii 
  

 SPOOKTACULAR! JOIN US ’23! 
  



US AREA NEWS 

In 2022 our organization will celebrate its 100th anniversary. Being a club member during this 
historic period is a great privilege – but one that comes with increased responsibility. 
Although our centennial is certainly a time to look backward in honor of our founder and our 
past accomplishments, it is more importantly a time to look forward. We have been given a 
wonderful legacy, but what will we pass on? It is our urgent duty to decide the architecture of 
our future and to lay its foundation. Together, we must build the relevance of our movement 
and increase our service so that the next generation of Y’s Men members inherit something 
solid and significant on which to construct their own history. 

Challenge 22 is the operational plan to strengthen our movement, which includes strategic 
steps for expansion to 50,000 club members in 3,000 clubs and 100 countries by 2022. 
Challenge 22 commits every club member to working collectively for the common good and 
future of our great international movement. If we are to reach the outlined goals everyone 
must be enthused and engaged. This is where we need your assistance. 

100 Days Membership Campaign 

1 September – 9 December 2022 
September marks the beginning of second annual 100 Days Membership Campaign, 
officially underway since 1 September and finishing, like last year, on 9 December. It is 
hoped that all clubs will participate. 

In 2019/20 clubs were asked to launch the first 100 Days Membership Campaign with a Kick 
Off Ceremony. This year, clubs are requested to host an Open House – an in-person, on-
line, or combination event to which the public (or a select target group of potential new 
members) is invited to learn more Y’s Men International in a fun and informal setting. 

The 2020 International Council Meeting approved: 
• the introduction of 50% discount on International Dues during 2020/21 and 2021/22 for

young people aged 26 – 35 years* joining as a new club member. *Special ICM 2021
extended this to 18 – 35 years.

• the expansion of the existing promotion giving 50% discount on International Dues to
partners of existing club members when they join as a new club member – it’s now
available to all clubs regardless of membership size.



 



 
 

INTERNATIONAL NEWS 
 
 

100-Year Anniversary Celebration Postponed 
 

 
 
 

The International Centennial Celebration planned for November in Taiwan is postponed. 

 
After a joint meeting between the IEOs and the Host Committee on 12 September, a 
recommendation was made to the International Council to postpone these events until 
10-12 March 2023. 
 
The RBM Golf Tournament is now scheduled for 9 March 2023 and the International RDE 
Summit will follow the main celebration event. 
 
Despite the great work of the Host Committee in planning for this historic celebration, a 
3-day quarantine requirement and a 4-day self-monitoring regulation in Taiwan as part of 
COVID-19 prevention measures remain in place. These barriers are expected to be lifted 
in the coming weeks, clearing the way for a successful staging of the event on the new 
date. 
 
The Host Committee is looking forward to welcoming you to Taipei in March 2023! 
 
 
 
 



 

HAWAII REGION 

CALENDAR 

OCTOBER 

NOVEMBER 
01 -  Club Presidents report headcount 

 of members attending mid-year 
     cabinet meeting to Joe-Ann 

12 -  Mid-Year Cabinet meeting 9:00 am 
 at Ilima Hotel 

DECEMBER 
01 – Email blast highlighting Christian 

 Emphasis 

JANUARY 
- Metro Meeting TBD

03 – Club Rosters/Membership count
 due to Joe-Ann McCarthy 

                                               
                                                              

Y Service Clubs International 
U.S. Area 

Hawaii Region 

Leadership Team 2021-2023 

Regional Director: Joe-Ann McCarthy  
Regional Director-Elect: Melanie 
Kaaihue-Yoshida Secretary/Treasurer: 
Duke Chung Metro District Governor: 
Melanie Kaaihue-Yoshida 

Hawaii Region Clubs 

Metropolitan District 
Atherton Y Service Club 
Central Y Service Club  
Kaimuki Y Service Club  
Kalihi Y Service Club 
Nuuanu Y's Men & Women's Club                                                         
West Oahu Y’s Men’s Club 
Windward Y Service Club 

Orchid-Valley-Garden District 
East Kaua’i Y Men’s Club  
Hilo Y’s Men & Women’s Club 
Maui Y Service Club 

Important Links 

Hawaii Region Website: 
http://ysmenhawaii.org 

Facebook Group Page: 
http://facebook.com/groups/hawaiiy 
serviceclubs 

U.S Area Y Service Website:
http://yserviceclubsusa.org

Y’s Men International Website: 
http://www.ysmen.org 

Our International Motto: 

To acknowledge the duty that 
accompanies every right. 

http://ysmenhawaii.org/
http://facebook.com/groups/hawaiiy
http://yserviceclubsusa.org/
http://www.ysmen.org/
https://www.pngall.com/happy-new-year-word-png
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/3.0/
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