
 

 
 
 
 
 

         
 
 
Regional Director’s Message 

          By RD Joe-Ann McCarthy  
           2021-2023 

 
 
 
 
Mahalo to all of you who spent your Saturday 
morning on May 28 participating in our 85th virtual 
Hawaii Regional Convention. The convention 
committee succeed in planning a convention that 
was both impactful and meaningful. In a little over 4 
hours, we conducted our business meetings, 
listened to guest speakers, installed officers, and 
watched video interviews of our Golden Members. 
 
One of the significant motions passed during our 
business meeting was renaming the “Peace 
Through My Eyes” drawing contest to “Jennie 
Yukimura Peace Through My Eyes”. The late Jennie 
Yukimura was a member of the East Kauai Y’s Men 
Club. As the motion stated, “it was Jennie’s vision to 
encourage children to express and personalize their 
concept of peace through an art contest which 
began in 2010 through present day in partnership 
with the various YMCA associations.” 
 
Representatives from the YMCA, Greg Waibel, CEO 
of YMCA of Honolulu and Wendy Botelho, CEO of 
Island of Hawaii YMCA were invited to share how 
the YMCA is supporting youth development, healthy 
living and social responsibility through the programs 
offered to their members. Their message was the 

Kuʻi Ka Pahu 

Beat the Drum 
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Serve and Make a Difference 

METRO MEETING 
 

First Meeting 
Date: July 16, 2022 
Time: 9:00 AM 
Place: Zoom Meeting 
 
Mid -Year Meeting 
Date: November 12, 2022 
Time: 9:00 AM 
Place: Ilima Hotel  
 

 
CLUB FOCUS 

 
June 

Public Relations 
RSD: Melanie Kaaihue-

Yoshida 
 

July 
Membership/Conservation/ 

Extension 
RSD: Phyllis Sakane-
Popovich (Nuuanu) 

 
August 

Community Service 
RSD: Albert LEE (Nuuanu) 

 
September  
Endowment 

RSD: Donna Saito (Windward) 
 



YMCA is there to serve the needs of their community providing a safe environment for 
the youth, families and our kupuna. 
 
Doug Jones, Area President Elect, represented the U.S. Area. Doug emphasized the 
significance of the longevity of the YMI and using our past to build towards our future. 
Additionally, Doug installed all officers and RSD’s for 2022-2023. 
 
Throughout the virtual convention video interviews of our Golden Members were 
shared. A separate article will highlight these members. 
 
Thank you to co-chairs Bobby Stivers-Apiki and Melanie Kaaihue-Yoshida for your 
meticulous planning for the convention. To members of the committee Sharon Ishida, 
Kori Kawagishi, Isaac Sakamoto, Phil Sammer, Nainoa Heaston, Jay Nishimura, Duke 
and Linda Chung, and Karla Redding, Albert Lee and Eddie Miwa for the awesome 
convention booklet. 
 
Mahalo to Rick Lau, our perennial master of ceremony, who guided us throughout the 
day and kept us focused. It goes without saying Melanie you are awesome manipulating 
the ins and outs of the slide presentations! 
 
 

 
 

 
Metro District Governor Report 
By Melanie Kaaihue-Yoshida, RDE 
 
It is my pleasure to once again serve as the Metro District Governor during 2022/2023. 
The first Metro District Meeting will be held on Saturday, July 16, 2022 via Zoom. Link 
and agenda has been sent to all metro Club Presidents. Discussion will include the 
Hawaii Region Convention, International Youth Convocation, and results of the metro 
club survey. I will be doing a short presentation of items that may be of interest from the 
Regional Director Elect Summit. The presentation will be made available after the 
meeting. 
 
Subsequent meetings will be held in October and January. The Metro District 
Conference will be held in late March as it must be held one month before the 
Convention. The convention is tentatively scheduled for May 5 - 7, 2023. Clubs will be 
asked to volunteer to host the meetings as many of us once again begin to meet in 
person. Meetings will be changed to virtual if the situation change.  



Looking forward to hearing what the clubs are up to and any way I can help to support 
them. 
 
 

 
 

 
 
RDE SUMMIT 
By Melanie Kaaihue-Yoshida, RDE 
 
The YMI Regional Director Elect Summit was held on May 11-14 in Dubai, United Arab 
Emirates. International Headquarters invited RDEs, Area Presidents, and International 
Committee Members to this three-day summit to learn more about the YMI movement, 
the goals for the next 100 years, and important information to better help attendees with 
their upcoming leadership position. About 70 representatives from Africa, Asia-Pacific, 
Europe, Canada/Caribbean, India, Korea, and South America attended. There were 
many opportunities for members to enjoy networking and fellowship. 
  
My journey to Dubai took me through the US, Europe and finally reaching my 
destination of Dubai International Airport about 34 hours later. I met up with a RDE from 
Europe as our arrival times were close to each other. Departing the airport to catch a 
taxi, it was amazingly hot and humid at around midnight. My comparison would be the 
summer heat of Las Vegas with the humidity of Hawaii. 
  
The summit and stay took place at the Sheraton Dubai Creek Hotel, a beautiful and 
amazingly inexpensive hotel. The summit began at dinner on May 11 with an awards 
ceremony that honored Alan “Wally” Wallington with the Harry M. Ballantyne Award, 
honoring the International President 2021/22 Dr. Kim Sang-chae and installing Dr. K.C. 
Samuel as the International President 2022/23.   
  
Full days of the summit began after breakfast on May 12. May 13 was another full day 
of sharing and learning from other clubs and regions, and about responsibilities as 
leaders. May 14 was half a day of training which ended with a group photo and lunch. 
  
One of the highlights of that day was the guest speaker, Carol Talbot, an author and 
speaker that lives in Dubai. Her presentation was called The Spiral Effect…how one’s 
mindset can lead to success or failure. One of the examples she used was the “oh no” 
voice that creates a negative connotation which our minds can’t process. Instead of 



saying “Don’t Forget your briefcase”, you say “Remember your briefcase.” When you 
say things that are positive, it can impact your energy and it can impact those around 
you. In the evening, 
  
Two special excursions were provided to attendees. Participants had an opportunity to 
go on a journey about one hour from Dubai into the desert. Some participants got to 
enjoy sandblasting, riding in a 4x4 SUV over and on the side of sand dunes at extreme 
speeds. While others, including myself, went straight to the camp where we enjoyed 
dinner and entertainment of a fire twirler, belly dancer, and a man who spun around for 
a very long time. The next night’s excursion was a dinner cruise on the creek behind the 
hotel to see some of the beauty of the nightlights of the city. 
  
The experience I had during the summit has built new connections and better 
understanding of the mission of YMI. I will be sharing some of the items presented to 
me during the first Metro District Meeting on July 19, 2022. The presentation will be 
shared out to all Hawaii Region clubs afterwards.  
 

  

  



  
 
 

 
 
 

Honoring the Hawaii Region Golden Members 
By Joe-Ann McCarthy, RD 
 
With great honor the Hawaii Region has the distinction of being blessed with seven 
Golden Members. A Golden Member is defined as a Y’s Man/Woman that has been a 
club member in Y’sdom for 50 years or more. Fellowship and their desire to serve their 
community and support the YMCA were the driving forces that attracted these 
individuals to join a club. Each one of these men served in leadership roles either within 
their club, the Hawaii Region, the U.S. Area or YMI. Their longevity with Y’sdom is 
attributed to their long-standing relationships with their fellow members and the desire to 
serve others. 
 



 
Nato Mikasa is a charter member of the East Kauai Y’s Men Club. Nato is not only one 
of the oldest Y’s Men members throughout YMI, but also the longest serving since his 
club was chartered in 1950. His 72 years as a Y’s Man and 100th birthday was 
acknowledged by International President Dr. Sang-chae who wrote “In this centenary 
year for Y’s Men, your 100th birthday and years of service add a magnificent chapter to 
our legacy.” 
 
 

 
James Kanehira was a charter member of the first University Y’s Men club organized in 
1957. In 1959 when he joined the staff of the YMCA, Jimmy became a member of clubs 
at each of the branches he worked at: Wahiawa, Honolulu, Nuuanu and Windward. He 
is currently a member of the Windward Y Service Club and has been a Y’s Man for 65 
years. 



 
Jimmy Ouchi first introduced to Y’sdom at the University Y’s Men Club. He later moved 
on to the Nuuanu Y’s Men Club after University Club dissolved. Jimmy’s primary reason 
for joining the club was to support the YMCA. Currently he feels the need to engage and 
attract younger members into club. Jimmy has been a Y’s Man for 65 years and is a 
member of the Nuuanu Y’s Men and Women’s Club. 
 
 

 
Ray Seto is the founding charter member of the Kaimuki Y Service Club. One of his 
many talents was designing the logo for Brother Club program. Throughout his tenure 
as a Y’s Man, Ray has attended 24 international conventions. He commented one of the 
positive changes in Y’sdom is technology has improved communications by utilizing the 
internet versus communicating by fax or the telephone. Ray continues to be a member 
of the Kaimuki Y Service Club for the past 60 years. 
 



 
Larry Hiranaka joined the Nuuanu Y’s Men and Women’s Club at the urging of fellow 
co-workers. He was instrumental in organizing a triangle brother club relationship 
between Nuuanu Y’s Men and Women’s Club, Osaka-Centennial Y’s Men Club and 
Bauhinia Y’s Men Club of Hong Kong. Larry has been a Y’s Man for 52 years. 
 
 

 
Stephen Wong first socialized and golfed with the Metro District Golf Club. Gradually 
he was invited to attend club meetings and eventually was asked to become a member. 
As a service-oriented person the club fit perfectly with Stephen’s core values. 
Fellowship is the key to his longevity with Y’sdom. He is currently a member of the 
Nuuanu Y’s Men and Women’s for the past 50 years. 
 



 
Maurice Shimonishi. The Kauai YMCA was an integral part of his growing up as he 
joined Jr. Y and Hi Y organizations within the YMCA. On Oahu, his involvement with the 
YMCA continued as he golfed with the Metro District Golf Club of which many members 
of the Nuuanu Y’s Men and Women’s Club were a part of. Service to the YMCA and 
community were factors that convinced Maurice to join the club. In discussing the 
changes within the organization, he pointed out how the Y’s Men’s apparel in Hawaii 
changed from Aloha shirts to polo shirts. He also noted that membership has increased 
in the Asian countries while the US membership is lagging. Maurice continues to be 
member of the Nuuanu Y’s Men and Women’s Club for the past 50 years. 

 
 

 
 
 

100-Year Anniversary Celebration 
By Melanie Kaaihue-Yoshida, RDE 
 
The 100-year Anniversary Celebration for Y’s Men International is scheduled for 
November 15-17 at the Grand Hyatt Hotel in Taipei, located next to the famous Taipei 
101 (once the tallest building in the world). Optional half and full day excursions to learn 
more about Taiwan. 
 
This three-day convention will have many great programs such as learning, networking, 
and culture experience to participants of the convention. A tour will be provided on the 
second day of the convention. 
 



If you are interested in learning more about the 100-Year Anniversary Celebration or 
would like to register, please visit their website: http://ymi-100.org/. Convention and 
hotel registration are now open. 
 
 

 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

HAWAII REGION QUARTERLY 
CALENDAR 

 
 

 

JULY 
 
3 – Clubs submit articles and photos to Region Bulletin and PR 
 
16 – Metro District Zoom Meeting at 9:00 am 
 
17 – Region Bulletin distributed  
 
 
OCTOBER 
 
5 – Clubs submit articles and photos to Region Bulletin and PR 
 
13 – Region Bulletin distributed   
 
 
 
 

Y Service Clubs International  
U.S. Area 

Hawaii Region 
 

Leadership Team 2021-2023 
 
Regional Director: Joe-Ann McCarthy 
Regional Director-Elect: Melanie 

Kaaihue-Yoshida 
Secretary/Treasurer: Duke Chung 
Metro District Governor: Melanie 

Kaaihue-Yoshida 
 

Hawaii Region Clubs 
 
Metropolitan District 
Atherton Y Service Club 
Central Y Service Club 
Kaimuki Y Service Club 
Kalihi Y Service Club 
Nuuanu Y’s Men and Women  
Service Club 
West Oahu Y’s Men’s Club 
Windward Y Service Club 
 
Orchid-Valley-Garden District 
East Kauai Y’s Men’s Club 
Hilo Y’s Men & Women’s Club 
Maui Y Service Club 
 

Important Links 
 
Hawaii Region Website: 
http://ysmenhawaii.org 
 
Facebook Group Page: 
http://facebook.com/groups/hawaiiy

serviceclubs 
 
U.S Area Y Service Website:  

http://yserviceclubsusa.org 
 
Y’s Men International Website:  

http://www.ysmen.org 
 

Our International Motto: 
To acknowledge the duty that 

accompanies every right. 
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