
 
 

CELEBRATING HAWAI’I Y’S MEN 
HISTORY IN THE MAKING 

First 50 Years in Hawai’i 
 
While the founding of the International Association of Y’s Men occurred in 1922, it was agreed 
that the idea of Y’s Men should go beyond the State of Ohio and efforts were made to start 
telling the story of the Y’s Men in the YMCA Publication called “Association Men”.  Within a 
few months of the first article in April 1922, another article was published in September 1922. 
The Y’s Men began advertising and telling about the organization with pamphlets enclosed in the 
Association Men as well as mailed to YMCAs on how to start their own club (sent out about 
June 1922).  It was from the “Association Men” that a young Secretary from Hawaii who was 
working for a short time in Shanghai, China took the idea from the Association Men Publication 
and decided to bring together the men that the YMCA called “Boosters” (persons donating a 
minimum of $100 to the YMCA) and start his own club in Shanghai in 1924 (first club outside of 
North America).   
 

 
Ko Fung Lum, Nuuanu YMCA Secretary 

 
The chartering of the Shanghai Y’s Men Club brought about an increased interest in working 
with other countries.  Indeed, in the 1924 Y’s Men International Convention, one of the subjects 
that was covered was titled “How Better to Serve the Y in Foreign Fields”.  When K.F. Lum 
returned to Honolulu and returned to work for the Nuuanu YMCA in 1925, besides getting 
married, Lum started gathering the “Boosters” for that small YMCA (which only had about 300 
members) and wanted to establish another Y’s Men Club.   It took time but the group agreed that 
the idea of a Y’s Men Club could indeed help their own YMCA grow.  On 16 September 1926, 
the Honolulu Y’s Men held their chartering ceremony.  The initial project for the Honolulu Club 



was to work with Shoe Shine Boys in order to teach business practices as well as Christian 
principles. 

 
Honolulu Star Bulletin. Friday, September 17, 1926 

 
In August 1928, K.F. Lum traveled to the Y’s Men International Convention in Grand Rapids, 
Michigan.  The speech given by YMCA Secretary Lum was one fitting for present times as it 
was in 1928.  Ko Fung Lum said: 
 



“Each week we meet in fellowship – Japanese, Chinese, Korean, Filipino, Hawaiian, Portuguese 
and Anglo-Saxon, and I think together on the common problems of all.  Hawaii, located at the 
crossroads of the Pacific is truly a racial melting pot.  But it is more than that, it is a racial 
experiment of all the great races of the world – an experiment in living together, working 
together, studying together – and rubbing shoulders in a million daily contacts.  An experiment 
which is bringing results which can foster International and Interracial brotherhood and World 
peace.  In Hawaii, we have broken down the artificial barriers which heretofore have kept races 
apart, ignorant of the true worth of each other.” 
 
In 1929, two representatives traveled to the Y’s Men International Convention that was held in 
Toronto, Canada.  They were Lawrence E. Norrie (YMCA Employee) and Edward Char. It was 
Edward Char that was the official representative of the Honolulu Y’s Men.  This Y’s Men Club 
(according to a newspaper article) met once a week on Fridays at the Nuuanu YMCA.  There 
were half a dozen nationalities that belonged to the local club with the International Y’s Men 
organization having close to 5,000 members. The article went on to explain that Edward Char 
would sail to San Francisco then travel to Seattle to Glacier National Park to Minneapolis to 
Chicago to Toronto for the meeting. 
 
While the Honolulu Y’s Men continued to meet and provide services during the Depression, the 
meetings were few and far between.  By 1933, the meetings stopped as people dealt with other 
issues within the community and their own lives.  By 1937, things were starting to look up and 
the club started meeting once again at the Nuuanu YMCA.  Officially, the reorganization 
meeting was held on 30 November 1937.  The first project the Y’s Men chose to do was 
providing help to educate the boys’ group called  ”Junior Police” in the local schools and teach 
about Traffic Safety.  The official re-Charter of the club occurred in January 1938. The Club 
assisted in the new building for the Nuuanu YMCA.   
 
The Honolulu Y’s Men in 1938 decided to have a young performer by the name of “Dellie Ellis” 
who had left China and was on the way to the United States with her Mother.  She gave a 
performance for the Honolulu Y’s Men, Rotary and Lions Club on 20 July 1938 and a public 
performance held on 23 July 1938 at the new Nuuanu YMCA Building.  As a result of her 
appearances, $2,635 was raised for the North China War Relief Fund (Money requested by 
William Yinson Lee who had been with K.F. Lum when the Shanghai Club was started).  This 
was a part of the First Benefit Ball (called Inaugural Ball) held by the club. (It should be noted 
that this young performer eventually changed her name to Joan Lorring and starred in movies for 
many years.)  The Honolulu Y’s Men Club had a strong connection with the Shanghai Y’s Men 
Club since they shared the same YMCA Employee that helped to start the two clubs.  There had 
been seven Y’s Men injured in the bombing of Shanghai by the Japanese and raising funds for 
the North China War Relief Fund was not only important to them but also to Y’s Men on a 
Global Level.  The revitalized club received numerous congratulatory letters and telegrams from 
United States, Canada, Mexico, and Europe. 
 



 
 

 
Indeed, the Honolulu Y’s Men were busy people.  In the midst of all the plans, opening a new 
YMCA building and events held by the club starting in 1938, they were able to sit down with 
possible members on the Big Island (Hawai’i) starting in April 1938, some 18 businessmen from 
the Hilo Community were invited to attend a luncheon held at the Hilo Hotel.  Lawrence E. 
(called L.E.) Norrie from the Honolulu Y’s Men Club and an employee at the Nuuanu YMCA 
was the guest speaker at the event.  Indeed, Mr. Norrie had been one of the Hawai’ian Y’s Men 
to attend an International Convention in 1929.  Mr. Norrie pointed out in the meeting that there 
were over 150 clubs in 17 countries and felt it was important to increase the number of clubs and 
increase the amount of service that Y’s Men should be able to provide not only to the YMCA but 
also the Community.  By 27 July 1938, the Hilo Y’s Men Club was officially chartered as the 
second club in the Hawaii District. In the photo,  K.F. Lum is seated to the left of the sign at the 
head table and possibly YMCA Director Harold Lucas (and member of club) is seated in a light 
colored suit on the right of the sign. 



 
 
 
The Honolulu Y’s Men were busy too with new projects such as establishing a room in the new 
Nuuanu YMCA building specifically as a workshop for boys.  The Honolulu Club Members set 
out to assist boys to learn new skills while working with their hands.  Their plan was to furnish 
the room with the suitable tools as well as supervision needed and finance the entire operation.  
The Honolulu Club held their second benefit ball in 1939 at the Nuuanu YMCA to raise the 
funds for this workshop. This workshop became extremely popular and not only did the boys 
enjoy the time in the workshop but also learned skills that some would later utilize in their own 
careers.  The Boys’ Work Department at the Nuuanu YMCA managed by the Honolulu Y’s Men 
Club was acknowledged by the International Association of Y’s Men that year for their ongoing 
dedication. 



 
Honolulu Star Bulletin, July 8, 1939 

 
On 22 January 1939 (Sunday), the first “Territorial Conclave” was held at the Nuuanu YMCA.  
James Leong was the Honolulu Y’s Men Club President.  The newspaper article stated that men 
from Kauai as well as the Big Island attended the Conclave.  The theme of this Conclave was 
“Expansion in Service Through Constructive Programs and Effective Projects”.  Following a 
Church Service, several forums were held to include one titled  ”Extension of Service Clubs 
through Better Club Programs and Projects”.   The members and prospective members enjoyed 
the time together and pledged to work hard for Y’s Men. 
 
 



 
Honolulu Star Bulletin   January 21, 1939 

 
The Honolulu Y’s Men as well as the Hilo Y’s Men worked hard to charter other clubs not only 
on their island but other islands too. With two clubs active and additional clubs being chartered, 
the Honolulu Y’s Men was represented by Soong Ching and the Hilo Y’s Men Club was 
represented by Harold Lucas at the International Convention in 1939.  Lihue, Honokaa, and 
Kona Y’s Men Clubs were added to the roster prior to the Convention.  K.F. Lum traveled 
alongside Soong Ching and Harold Lucas to the Drake Hotel in Chicago, Illinois.  At the 
conclusion of the International Convention on 25 August 1939, K.F. Lum became the first 
International Director (later called Regional Director) for the newly appointed Hawai’i Region.  
International Y’s Men had insisted that a Region had to have a minimum number of 4 clubs to be 
classified as a Region and with five clubs in Hawai’i that year, they were able to receive their 
new classification. That same year, the Honolulu club came in 3rd place for the Bennett Trophy 
which was awarded to outstanding clubs by International (just a year after the re-charter).  The 
Bennett Trophy was awarded starting in 1931 and it was based on the number of new clubs, 



promptness of filing reports, rosters, dues paid on time, attendance averages within the clubs and 
net growth of the membership. 
 
Not to be excluded from activities and providing services, the Hilo Y’s Men Club worked hard to 
provide services for the Community.  One of their first projects included a Dental Clinic with the 
planning announced in November 1938 (four months after their charter).  The newspaper article 
describing the meeting, adopted the name of “Grand Y’sir” referring to the President of the Club 
who was listed as Edwin de Silva.  Additionally, the club worked to organize meetings with 
other service clubs (perhaps athletic competitions) as well as organizing a Father-Son Banquet, 
and chartering additional clubs which they did by adding Hamakua (also called Honokaa) Club 
and Kona Y’s Men Club in 1939 (with the help of Honolulu).   
 
By 1940, the Big Island had four clubs, Hilo, Kona, Hamakua and Kohala.  It was agreed that the 
Big Island should be considered a “District” within the Y’s Men Region of Hawai’i.  These clubs 
reached the decision to volunteer for the second annual Territorial Conclave that year.  Hilo 
would be host to the conclave and the other clubs would assist in the planning of the event. The 
event was held for two days, 16 and 17  March 1940.  Joseph Yu, President of the Canton 
(China) Y’s Men was the keynote speaker. Wanting to make the Conclave special, the members 
on the Big Island formed a welcoming committee to greet the passengers arriving from Honolulu 
at the Wharf as well as those from Kauai.  Tom Okino led the group of greeters.  The two day 
meeting included a banquet at the Naniloa as well as a ball at the YMCA. 
 
 

 
29 August 1940   Hawaii Herald Tribune 

 



 During the summer, it was announced that the second Regional Director (then called 
International Directors) would be Tomekichi (Tom) Okino from Hilo.  His official term would 
start after the International Y’s Men Convention (Silver Lake YMCA in Lake George, New 
York) in August of that year.  Mr. and Mrs. Cecil Bernard attended the International Convention 
that year as representatives of Kona.  Mr. Bernard was a YMCA Employee as well as Y’s Man 
and active in Lion’s Club.  
 
Projects of clubs were classified into several categories to include Boys’ Work, Young Adult 
Work, Religious, Community Service, and World Outlook.  Recognition of some of the club 
projects in 1940 included a listing of Honolulu Y’s Men having a Big Brother Banquet, Kona 
Y’s Men having Boys’ Rally Day, and Hamakua Y’s Men holding an Art Exhibit at the local 
Library (so popular, the exhibit was extended for two weeks).  One of the clubs that was 
chartered in 1940 was West Kauai in October of that year. 
 
During the 1940 Decade, a variety of programs were offered in spite of limitations due to World 
War II.  For example, Kohala (Hawai’i) had an annual music festival starting in 1941, Honolulu 
Y’s Men also held a Music Festival in 1943, West Kauai provided monthly Community 
Discussions on Sundays, Kohala (Hawai’i) sponsored a junior baseball league, Hilo (Hawai’i) 
worked with shoe shine boys and got them to agree to a Code of Ethics for their work (a program 
initiated by Honolulu Y’s Men in 1926), and Kaimuki (Oahu) sponsored the YMCA’s 
Centennial Celebration in 1944.  Hilo (Hawai’i) held dances and other fundraisers in order to 
support their main program which was “help for hard of hearing”. 
 

 
3 January 1943  Hawaii Tribune Herald 

 
Regional Directors in the 1940s included Tomekichi “Tom” Okino from Hilo in 1940,  Dean 
Ishii from the Lihue Club in 1941,  Harry Chuck from the Kohala Club in 1942,  Soong Ching 



from Honolulu Y’s Men in 1943,  C.F. Tong from Hilo in 1944, James Y.T. Leong from 
Honolulu in 1945,  Yoshita R. Nakashima in 1947, Keith S. Abe from Hilo in 1948, and Roland 
Sagum from Honolulu in 1949.  While the Region would select the International Directors (later 
called Regional Directors), the official appointment was not made until the International 
Convention or at least the meeting of the Board of Directors met each year. 
 

 
 
12 July 1941, the third annual Regional Convention was held in Honolulu.  There were around 
60 people in attendance and the theme of the Convention was “To Carry On with Unity.”  One of 
the key speeches was given by Miss Nell Finley regarding “Social Problems in Hawaii.”  The 
keynote address was given by Judge Tomekichi (Tom) Okino. 
 
By 1944, there was a push to have a possible Pacific Area Convention.  The International Board 
of Directors apparently discussed it in their meeting in 1945 and put off making a decision.  
While the concept was good, it was not exactly the time to discuss having delegates from 
countries such as Japan, China, Philippines, etc. come together when so many of those clubs 
were either gone or struggling due to the war.  It should be noted that the idea of “Areas” was not 
a part of the governing body at the time.  There were International Directors (later called 
Regional Directors) and some of them would become voting members on the Board of Directors, 
but the International Council with voting members from “Areas” was not decided until much 



later (1973).   By August 1946, the Clubs in the Hawai’ian Territory requested the International 
Board to consider allowing them the same classification as the North American Clubs especially 
in terms of their financial status.  While the request was there, it was not approved until 1949 
after James Y.T. Leong had been Past International Director (Regional Director) and Roland 
Sagum had the International Director position. 
 

 
13 August 1946    Honolulu Star Bulletin 

 
Starting in 1947, the Region became more active and more determined to attend the International 
Conventions each year.  It was important to attend the International Conventions since the main 
officers were elected and any changes to the Constitution were made.  Clubs were encouraged to 
send at least one representative to each Convention so that the club would be represented in any 
votes given during the Convention.  Of course, 1947 was the Silver Anniversary of the founding 
of the International Association of Y’s Men and that was a special event.  Each club in the 
Hawaii Region sent at least one representative to the Convention  (each club in attendance 
receiving one vote). 
 



 
12 August 1947 

 
 
 
The idea and concept of Y’s Menettes did not seem to be a priority for the Clubs that had just 
survived a depression as well as a War.  It was not until 1949 that the first official Y’s Menette 
Club was started in Hawai’i and, once again, it was started by K.F. Lum.  Little is known about 
the activities of that club.  While they were active, there was not much in the way of publicity or 
newspaper articles for their activities. 
 



 
14 October 1949 

 
1949 marked the first year of the Christmas Tree Sale by the Hilo Club, the first of many such 
sales held each December. Many clubs in North America had adopted this Christmas Tree Sale 
as one of their fundraisers and it had been started in 1938 in Minneapolis, Minnesota.   While 
originally, the money was raised by the Hilo Club was to help with a variety of programs for 
hard of hearing, eventually, the money was more or less raised for the sake of the local YMCA.   
 
Hilo and Kohala Clubs once again hosted the Regional Convention in 1950.  Club charters that 
were listed in this time frame (between 1947 and 1951) included Wahiawa (Oahu), Waialu 
(Oahu), East Kauai, Kaimuki (Oahu), and Windward (Oahu). 
 
In a newspaper article about the Hilo Y’s Men Club in 1950, it stated there were clubs in 
Hanapepe, Kauai; Kaimuki, Wahiawa, Walalua, Honolulu; Kohala, and Hilo.  The total 
membership for this Region was 200 at the time.  The major project for Hilo had been aid for the 
Hard of Hearing specifically a program run in a school for handicapped children with an 
instructor who specialized in children with defective hearing. 
 



Looking at the Regional Conclaves during the 1950s, three were held in Hilo, three were held at 
Camp Erdman, one in Honolulu, and one in Kauai.  In that same time period, the International 
Directors (later called Regional Directors) included Roland Sagum, Richard Funai, Yoshita 
Nakashima, Toshiyuki Hirabayashi, and Toshitaka Arikawa.  By the summer of 1953, Gordon 
McClary attended the Territorial Conclave as keynote speaker and International Representative.  
A plan was made to possibly make a bid for an International Convention.  The plan included 
providing Orchid Leis at the 1953 International Convention in Davenport, Iowa.  Members of the 
Hawai’i clubs were involved in the planning and were led by several members of the Hilo Club 
to include Hideo Murashima and Richard Funai. 
 

 
9 July 1953   Rock Island Argus Newspaper (Illinois) 

 



 
1953 at the International Convention, Representatives from Hawai’i presented leis to the 
International Officers in hopes of getting the bid for the 1958 International Convention.  Henry 
Grimes is shown on the far left, PIP Royal Frost, PIP Jacob McColly, and IP Gordon McClary 
pose with flowers.  Richard Funai, Hawaii Regional Director is standing on the far left behind 
Henry Grimes.  This International Convention in Davenport, Iowa, USA was attended by 760 
people from 27 countries.  The Windward Y’s Men did receive a trophy for their outstanding 
Boys’ Work in 1953 and the trophy was presented by Regional Director, Richard Funai at a club 
meeting later that year.    
 
For several years from at least 1952 through 1958, the Hawai’i Region co-sponsored the annual 
Spelling Bee alongside the local newspaper.  Richard Funai was Master of Ceremony for the 
event. 
 
While the club members had been recognized as Americans, the making of the Territory of 
Hawaii into the State of Hawai’i occurred in 1959. During the 1960s, while some clubs started to 
struggle due to the age of some of their members, there were several clubs chartered and/or 
rechartered during that time.  Kaimuki YMCA had a club previously but it had ceased in 1960 
and was started again through the efforts of a young YMCA member, Ray Seto, in 1963 while 
Nuuanu Y’s Men was started in 1964.  It should be noted that the original club on the Islands had 
been the Honolulu Y’s Men and they had been based out of the Nuuanu Y and in later years 
called Nuuanu Y’s Men instead of Honolulu Y’s Men.  Like Hilo, that club sold Christmas Trees 



starting in 1949 and went through 1953 with the sale (raising funds for the workshop they had 
started in 1940). 

 
6 August 1960 

The International Directors for this Region in the 1960s included Toshita Arikawa,  Paul 
Kagiyama, Samuel T. Tanimoto, Teruo Yoshida, Milton Hakoda, and Ray Seto.  Locations of the 
yearly Conclave included two times in Kauai, three times in Honolulu, two times in Hilo, one 
time in Wailuku, and one time at Camp Erdman. 
 



 
Hawaii Tribune Herald, May 1, 1963 

 
The summer of 1966 was an exciting year for the Region with the Hosting of the International 
Convention.  The Annual Conclave was held in Honolulu prior to the Convention and the 
International Board members arrived early prior to the Convention to start their meetings.  Their 
meetings would start on a Sunday, 3rd of July and the Convention would go until 9th of July. 

 
 



 
Princess Kaiulani Hotel 

 
Japanese Delegates chartered Airplane in order to attend the International Convention in 

Honolulu, Hawai’I in 1966. 
 



Determined to provide a special time at the International Convention in 1966, members worked 
hard to provide special moments for the guests and make them feel welcomed in their Home 
State.  There were over 1,100 paid attendees from 24 countries that attended.  The opening 
ceremony was held at the Royal Hawaiian Hotel Monarch Room on Monday.  Some of the 
forums and featured speakers were at the Moana Hotel during the Convention.  The closing was 
on Saturday night and the featured speaker provided a “Ukelele Sermon” (Reverend Abraham K. 
Akaka from Kawaiahao Church. 
 
The individual clubs within the Region continued to provide ongoing fundraisers.  
 

 
20 October 1966    Honolulu Star Bulletin 

 

 



International Convention in 1968, French Lick, Indiana, USA.   Ray Seto in photo to the right of 
the center. 
 
The Pacific Youth Convocation was first held at Camp Erdman starting on 10 June 1976.  There 
were 75 in attendance who were brought together to share their multicultural and ethnic 
experiences in hopes of creating social action.  The Youth stayed with local families.  The 
newspaper article on the event explained that it was a way to create International understanding 
and cooperation among people in the Pacific and the United States.  By 1983, the Youth 
Convocation was held at Camp Kokokahi and was included as an International Event with 
individuals traveling from as far as India to attend. 
 

 

Honolulu Star Bulletin.  June 9, 1976 


