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2022 is coming to a close – and I won’t lie, I’m  
so ready for the New Year 2023.  We have all  

 experienced the ups and downs of covid and yet 
 have prevailed through the grace of God.   

 Our celebration of the 100th Anniversary of Y’sdom 
began with our 100 Steps to Toledo; being 

 recognized by Senator Schatz, Governor Ige,  
 Mayor Roth and Mayor Blangiardi proclaiming  
 May 28th as Y’s Men’s Day.  Most importantly we 
paid tribute to seven members of the Region that  

 have been members of Y’s Men for 50 plus years.  
 Lastly, to commemorate the 100th Anniversary, each 
 YMCA branch on Oahu was given 100 pens to share 
 with their members.  Inscribed on each pen were the 
words “Hawaii Region Y Service Clubs supporting 
the YMCA’s and our community.” 

Thank you all for your continued support and  
 service to your clubs, your YMCA, and your  
 community.  Wishing you a healthy and prosperous 

 New Year. 

Kuʻi Ka Pahu 
Beat the Drum  Serve and Make a Difference 
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MEETINGS 

Metro Meeting 
Date: January 14, 2023 
Time: 9:00 AM 
Location: Zoom 

Hawaii Region Convention 
Date: May 5 -7, 2023 
Location: Hilo, Hawaii 

MONTHLY CLUB FOCUS 

December 
Christian Emphasis 

RSD: Isaac Sakamoto 

January 
YMCA Service 

RSD: Melanie Kaaihue Yoshida 

February 
Time of Fast 

RSD: Cheryl Dacus 





A SPECIAL TRIBUTE TO RODNEY KWOCK 

 By Bobby Stivers-Apiki

Rodney Kwock, Four Decades Ago 

 Forty-five years ago, Rodney Kwock, presently a member of the Kaimuki Y 
Service Club of the Hawaii Region, participated in the first Y’s Men 
International Pacific Youth Convocation in Honolulu, Hawaii at YMCA Camp 
Erdman in 1977. Rodney was a junior at Farrington High School, a teen 
member and summer fun leader at the Central YMCA.   

The Pacific Youth Convocation is the precursor of today’s International Youth 
Convocation (IYC) that is typically held in conjunction with the International 
Convention. Alyah Cortez of Hilo Y’s Men &amp; Women’s Club attended the 
2022 IYC in Chiang Mai, Thailand while Kai Uyehara of the Kaimuki Y Service 
Club attended the 2018 IYC in Yeosu, South Korea. 

The Convocation was the result of selecting a signature project of the Hawaii 
Region that involved youth from countries touching the Pacific Ocean who
were affiliated with a Y’s Men’s Club and/or a YMCA. Ray Seto, Past U.S.         
Area President, was among the organizers of the Convocation that took two        
years to implement. Before being a Y’s Men member, Bobby Stivers-Apiki,         
Past U.S. Area President, was among the YMCA of Honolulu staff that          
designed the Convocation program.  



About 40 young people from Hawaii, California, Japan, Canada, Micronesia,  
and Brazil participated in the nine-day camp experience. The purpose was to  
promote international understanding and cooperation among the people of the 
Pacific while enabling the young people to exchange ideas, traditions, and  
challenges of one’s own country. 

As the Convocation was ending, each youth participant was asked to write an 
action project tobe implemented upon their return to their respective YMCA 
and Y’s Men’s Club in theirhometown. The project Rodney wrote some forty-
five years ago stated, “I want the handicapped kids to have some fun with kids 
who are not. I want high school students who havenot worked with 
handicapped kids or any child to experience what it feels like.” Rodney’s 
heartfelt concern for handicapped children was due to his experience as a 
summer fun leader at the YMCA and a neighborhood kid he knew. “A boy by 
my house has muscular dystrophy and the other kids around tease him. I had 
a boy in my summer fun group was deaf and the other kids picked on him.” 

Today, after two strokes over the past two years and hours of physical therapy 
and moving about with a walker, Rodney fully understands the challenges and 
opportunities handicapped individuals face every day but with a kind heart, a 
cheerful outlook, faith in God, and a world of life experiences, Rodney Kwock 
exemplifies the goodness of Y’s dom and the values of the YMCA. Much of 
who Rodney is today can be contributed to his participation in the first Y’s Men 
Youth Convocation over four decades ago. 



 1977 Y’s Men Pacific Convocation Program Cover 



 
 

 

CLUB HAPPENINGS 
 

ATHERTON Y SERVICE CLUB 
By Kori Kawagishi 

 
        In October, we joined Aloha Tree Alliance again in Kuliouou for their first planting of the  
        season. We helped to plant 120 native trees and shrubs.  
 
        On November 12 we have a joint project with Atherton’s Student Board. We will be removing  
        invasive algae from Maunalua Bay.  
 
        Our Golden Book Nomination this year was Mary Janell Murro, the first President of our club.  
 
        Finally, we have potentially four members attending the convention in May.   
 
 
      CENTRAL Y SERVICE CLUB 
      By Troy Tomita 
        

On December 4 the club held it’s annual Central YMCA holiday dinner.  “It is the 
one time that our guests can socially get together and enjoy a meal together. 
Just seeing the small groups sitting together is far more important than most 
think. Many of our guests live at the Y not only because of the fees, but because 
there is always someone to talk to. Whether it be our staff or another guest, they 
feel like they belong. This small event of serving dinner once a year goes a long 
way to connect our YMCA community with each other.” 
 



HILO Y’S MEN AND WOMEN’S CLUB 
By Bobby Stivers-Apiki 

After many months of planning, the Hilo Y’s Men & Women’s Club along with the 
Island of Hawaii YMCA, held their Christmas Tree Fundraiser from November 10 
to December 2, 2022.  Two 40 foot containers included a variety of trees: Noble, 
Grand or Nordmann Firs, 3 foot Kirk Elf as well as awesome wreaths. 



KAIMUKI Y SERVICE CLUB 

By Keahi Kaawa 
 

The Club just recently participated with the Kaimuki YMCA in two separate 
projects.  The first was a cleanup event at the YMCA. We worked on the kitchen, 
painted the tables, power washed the area, and tried to rework the paint in the 
women’s locker room. 

 
The second event was a food distribution in the Palolo Valley Homes.  3    
different areas with 70 boxes at each location were manned during the day,   
giving out food to the families in the housing. 

 
       We also just completed our Lion’s Club Fundraiser.  Booklets were sold at $10 a  
       pop, with the club I believe receiving $7 from each sale. This infusion of funds  
       should help the club with future projects and initiatives. 
 
        Finally, we are in the process of planning for our 60th year celebration. We are  
        targeting April 15 for the event, with the idea to make it a service project/dinner  
        type of thing.  More details will follow in the coming months as we progress. 
       
      
       KALIHI Y SERVICE CLUB 
       By Melanie Kaaihue-Yoshida 
 
        Kalihi Y Service Club donated a Christmas tree to the Kalihi YMCA. The fresh  
       Christmas tree was decorated by YMCA staff and greets YMCA members as  
       they enter the lobby of the branch.  
 
       Club members volunteered decorate the Ronald McDonald House for  
       Christmas.       
   
 
 



 





NUUANU Y’S MEN AND WOMEN’S CLUB 
 By Isaac Sakamoto 

 We completed our Chicken and Sushi sale in September. It was a fun event and 
 we sold out -on both items. We look forward to another successful fundraiser  
 next year. 

  Our club Christmas Party will be on Monday, December 12, at Catholic  
 Charities, 6:15p. Our club members will come together for a wonderful  
 celebration, and we will be inviting many guests who have been supportive of 
 our club. 

 Early next year we would like to help and be supportive to Catholic Charities as 
 they have been so kind and generous to us. 



  WINDWARD Y SERVICE CLUB 
 By Karla Redding 

In June the club provided food for the YMCA’s Family Night to celebrate the end 
of the summer program.  The event was very well attended and resulted in a 
selling      
 out all the food. 

 On December 13 we prepared 50 lunches and snack packs for the Kailua  
 Houseless Care Event’s early Christmas luncheon.  Club members also assisted 
 distributing personal care items. 

 We welcomed two new members to the club this year, Nadine Beaslie (Karla 
 Redding’s sister) and Terry Terry, who is on the staff of Windward YMCA.



  
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
               

                HAWAII SERVICE AREAS REPORT 
 

Christian Emphasis 
 
 

 
 
 
 



86th Hawaii Region Convention 



 

 
 

 

U. S. AREA NEWS 
                    

FROM THE AREA PRESIDENT 

My Fellow Members,  
  
Warm Greetings to you all!  
  
Hope you are all preparing for a blessed Christmas and a happy New Year.  This holiday 
season you will hopefully spend time with loved ones and celebrate at your places of 
worships. Enjoy these moments as they are sacred.  
  
In this season of giving, remember that the most precious gift you can give someone is time. 
Time is finite and it cannot be bought. It must intentionally be given to someone.  I am 
grateful to serve an organization  that intentionally creates opportunities for it's members to 
participate in projects that impact the lives of those who need it in our communities. This 
holiday season, consider giving an extra portion of your time to those in need of it the most.  
  
Let me take this moment to sincerely thank all of you for your ongoing commitment to our 
community, our local clubs, and YMI. You've worked tirelessly, intentionally carving out time 
throughout the year to dedicate your time in service of others. 
  
Viny and I extend our very best wishes and wish you and your loved ones a merry Christmas 
and a joyous New Year. We look forward working in partnership with you all to make 2023 
our most impactful year yet.  
 
Best regards, 
 
Shaju Sam 
Area President – U.S.A. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 

INTERNATIONAL NEWS 
 

 

 
 

The 100-year Centennial Celebration for Y’s Men International (YMI) is scheduled in 
March 10-12, 2023. Grand Hyatt Taipei is chosen as the Convention venue. The 
hotel is located next to the highest tower Taipei 101, with City Government, City 
Council, and National Dr. Sun Yat-Sen Memorial Hall in the front, and International 
Convention Center and Exhibition Halls behind. This venue features more than 10 
conference or banquet rooms and 850 guest rooms and/or suites. It’s also 
conveniently placed in the center of Taipei as it’s only a 45-minute drive from 
Taoyuan International Airport (TPE), or a 10-minute drive from Songshan Airport 
(TSA), and Metro Blue Line and Red Line are nearby. 
 
 
Website for the 100 Year Centennial Celebration:  http://ymi-100.org/ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



CALENDAR 

DECEMBER 2022 

01 – Email blast highlighting Christian 
Emphasis 

JANUARY 2023 
14 – Zoom Metro District Meeting 9:00 AM 

15 – Club Rosters/Membership count 
due to Joe-Ann McCarthy 

30 – Portalbuzz membership report due 
 to YMI administrator 

 FEBRUARY 2023  
 10 - February 2023:  Membership 

reporting to YMI     

 28 – YMI & US Area dues payment 
   to US Area CFO 

HAWAII REGION 

Y Service Clubs International 

U.S. Area 
Hawaii Region 

Leadership Team 2021-2023 

Regional Director: Joe-Ann McCarthy 
Regional Director-Elect: Melanie 
Kaaihue-Yoshida  
Secretary/Treasurer: Duke Chung 
Metro District Governor: Melanie 
Kaaihue-Yoshida 

Hawaii Region Clubs 

Metropolitan District 
Atherton Y Service Club 
Central Y Service Club  
Kaimuki Y Service Club 
Kalihi Y Service Club 
Nuuanu Y's Men & Women's Club 
West Oahu Y’s Men’s Club 
Windward Y Service Club 

Orchid-Valley-Garden District 
East Kaua’i Y Men’s Club 
Hilo Y’s Men & Women’s Club 
Maui Y Service Club 

Important Links 

Hawaii Region Website: 
http://ysmenhawaii.org 

Facebook Group Page: 
http://facebook.com/groups/hawaiiy 
serviceclubs 

U.S Area Y Service Website:
http://yserviceclubsusa.org 

Y’s Men International Website: 
http://www.ysmen.org 

Our International Motto: 

To acknowledge the duty that 
accompanies every right. 

https://pngimg.com/download/39502
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/3.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/3.0/
http://ysmenhawaii.org/
http://facebook.com/groups/hawaiiy
http://yserviceclubsusa.org/
http://www.ysmen.org/
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