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2021 HAWAII REGION 
CONVENTION 

MEETING 
 

Date:  Saturday, Jan. 23 
Time: 10:00 a.m. 
Location: Zoom 

 

METRO MEETING 
 

Date:  Saturday, Feb 6 
Time: 10:00 a.m. 
Location: Zoom 
 

 
 

 

MONTHLY CLUB 
FOCUS 

 

February 
Time of Fast (TOF) 
RSDs Ashleeann Rowe & 
Kent Uyehara (Kaimuki) 
 

March 
Brother Clubs (BC) 
RSD James Dang (Kaimuki) 
 

April 
Leadership Training 
RSDs Cassidy Inamasu & 
Keahi Kaawa 
(Atherton/Kaimuki) 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Regional Director’s Message  
By RD Sharon Ishida, 2020-2021 
 
 
 

 

 
 

Dear Y’s Friends, 
 

How many times have I heard these past few months that 2020 is 
gladly left behind and the new year should be so much better? The 
unheard of COVID-19 virus caught most of us off guard and 
reeling with its devastating effects. But we persevered and 
discovered that our faith and hope in God sustained us. We did not 
tire of doing good works despite the obstacles. All over the world in 
Y’sdom, we have read and heard of the amazing kindness and 
generosity of its members. Our resolve to serve others became a 
necessity in many communities who are hurting for basic life 
needs, both physical and mental.   
 

We can take a moment to acknowledge our efforts… but only a 
moment. Never resting on our laurels, Y’s Men and Women are 
still needed to keep marching onward.  Encourage one another. 
Cheer each other up. Lend a hand. Give just a little (or much) 
more than before. Pray diligently. And don’t forget to give thanks. 
 

The Hawaii Region continues to strive toward the goals that were 
established for 2020-2021. We proudly invite new members into 
our circle to utilize their skills and passion to support our YMCA 
branches and communities. Despite social distancing, clubs have 
found creative means to collaborate and strengthen our efforts and 
projects. We have rallied to donate time, treasure, and talent 
towards the success of the upcoming 2021 Hawaii Regional 
Convention and the 2022 International Convention. 
 

I gift you with a prayer penned anonymously about HOPE. 
 

“Lord, grant your blessing and healing to people 

in need this day. Give them strength and courage. 

Grant them the will to face their fear and 

overcome its power. Let your grace flow through 

us and help us to surrender our cares and 

concerns to you, knowing you will never leave us 

nor forsake us. Amen.” 
 

Blessings to all of you in this New Year! 

Ku’i Ka Pahu 
Beat the Drum 
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Metro District Governor Report 
Submitted by Melanie Kaaihue-Yoshida 
       

Happy New Year!  
 
As 2020 wrapped up, it was wonderful to see clubs still engaging with its members during the holiday 
season. Atherton did an in-person clean-up project, Nuuanu have a Christmas celebration with their 
brother club Osaka Centennial, Kalihi donating wrapped tissue boxes to three senior centers, and 
Windward continuing to support the Kailua houseless project. Hopefully with the distribution of 
vaccines, we may once again be able to come together safely later this year and resume normal club 
activities.  
 

The Metro District meeting will be held via Zoom at 10:00 a.m. on Saturday, February 6. More 
information will be sent to all Metro club Presidents.  All club representatives will present a club 
report.  We will discuss Week4Waste, any items presented by clubs, and any updated on the 
Hawaii/International Conventions.   
 

 
 

CLUB HAPPENINGS 
 

 

Atherton Y Service Club 
Submitted by Joe-Ann McCarthy 
 

Covid-19 did not deter members of the 
Atherton Y Service Club, Hawaii 
Region’s newest club, from carrying 
out their service project, cleaning up 
invasive alien algae from Maunalua 
Bay on November 21, 2020.  This 
service project was suggested by Kori 
Kawagishi, a member of the club, who 
has participated in numerous algae 
cleanups at the Bay.  The Bay 
known for its seasonal algae blooms is 
located on the southeast shore, on the 
island of Oahu, extending 6.3 miles 
and covers over 28 acres of beach.  
 

The purpose of this service project 
was to remove the harmful invasive 
alien algae and stop it from spreading 
and smothering the coral reef in the 

Bay.  Most importantly, the removal of the invasive algae restores the natural marine ecosystem and 
native limu (seaweed). 
 

(Continues on Page 3) 
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Armed with gloves, water shoes and netted bags, Atherton members walked 100 feet into the shallow 
murky waters pulling and removing three species of invasive alien algae devasting Maunalua Bay:   
 
 
 

 

Gorilla Ogo breaks apart, drifts to new locations rapidly forming dense mats 
on the coral reef of the Bay. 

 

Leather Mudweed is considered the most harmful of the algae eliminating 
the coastal environment of oxygen causing uninhabitable conditions for 
native marine species. 
 

 

Prickly Seaweed, like the Gorilla Ogo, this algae has a high growth rate 
spreading by fragmentation. 

 

Mission accomplished.   After 1-1/2 hours the club members filled four bags of algae from the coral 
reef.   It is worth noting the invasive algae is recycled by local farms and used as fertilizer for their 
soil.  
 

 
 

Hilo Y's Men & Women's Club 
Submitted by Ken Okimoto 

 

Hilo Y's Men & Women's Club held its 
annual Christmas Tree Sale "Fun"raiser 
during the Thanksgiving week.  The club 
was very uncertain while planning it during 
the past summer.  Due to Covid-19, could 
people afford to buy a tree?  Would health 
rules allow for a sale?  Finally, the club 
decided that with all the stress and sadness 
going on, Christmas cheer was needed.  
So, the sale went ahead, on a much smaller 
scale, and with many health procedures. 

 

Surprisingly, sales were brisk; and people appreciated it.  Still, it was frustrating to disappoint so 
many of the loyal repeat customers who were not able to get a tree.  If nothing else, many of us 
realized how meaningful this project is to the local community. 

Kalihi Y Service Club 



Page 4 

 

Submitted by Tony Pfaltzgraff 
 

The Kalihi Y Service Club continues to be active even as the isolation imposed on most of us by the 
pandemic continues. Following up on a suggestion by Eddie Miwa, the club held a virtual fundraiser 
to shore up our treasury: a number of members made financial donations to the club through 
Foodland’s Give Aloha. This netted the club over $1500 at a time where other fundraising was not 
possible. 
 

In December, again at the behest of Eddie Miwa, the Kalihi Club wrapped 120 boxes of Kleenex that 
shared as Christmas gifts with Liliha, Avalon and Maluhia nursing homes. Staff and residents in the 
three facilities were very appreciative of the club’s thoughtfulness. 
 

During the first quarter of 2021, club members are planning a work project at the Kalihi Y to help 
clean out the storage area on the Branch’s fifth floor. Once club members receive anticipated covid-
19 vaccines, a specific date will be set. 
 

 
 

West Oahu Y's Men's Club 
Submitted by Duke Chung 
 

Not much activity although members donated for Christmas assistance to the needy coordinated by 

the Mililani YMCA. 
 

ZOOM meeting scheduled for January 14th in lieu of our annual after-holiday party. 

1. We will likely vote for Bobby Stivers for IPE 

2. We will also likely vote for David Workman for US Area CFO 
 
 

 
 

Windward Y Service Club 
Submitted by Joe-Ann McCarthy 
 

Providing a Christmas luncheon for the Kailua Houseless Care Event on December 15 highlighted 
our end of the year community service.  Five members met in the early morning and prepared 50 
boxed lunches which included mochiko chicken, spam, salad, rice, and dessert.  Additionally, each 
guest received a gift bag provided by Kailua United Methodist Church or the Kailua Neighborhood 
Board as well as a $20 gift card to Longs, Safeway, Foodland, or Times Supermarket. 
 

 
 

 
 

Hawaii Service Area Report 
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Membership Dues 
Submitted by Duke Chung 
 

Invoices for 2nd Semester dues not including US Area Dues *will be e-mailed to Clubs circa February 
28 and will include: 

1. International dues 

2. Hawaii Region dues 

*US Area dues were reduced to $1.00 for 2020-21 and paid as part of 1st Semester dues.  
 

Invoices for program fees are proposed to be included also and will include: 
1. Brotherhood Fund – $12.50 per member 

2. Time of Fast - $12.00 per member 

3. Hawaii Region Convention Fees of $20/5 members which is 50% of the Convention fees we 

would normally assess. 
 

 
 

International News 
 

Endowment Fund 
 

 
 
For more information, please visit: https://www.ysmen.org/our-work/programmes/endowment-fund/ 

Roll Back Malaria 

https://www.ysmen.org/our-work/programmes/endowment-fund/
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As part of our Roll Back Malaria engagement, Y’s Men International donated USD 100,000 to our 
financial partner, The Global Fund, doing our part to step up the global fight against malaria. We 
deeply appreciate your RBM contributions and your continued commitment to the global vision of a 
malaria-free world in 2030.  
 
Note: International Malaria Day is held on April 25. The Hawaii Region will once again ask all clubs 
for their support. More information to come in early April.  
 
For more information, please visit: https://www.ysmen.org/our-work/international-support/roll-back-
malaria/ 
 

 
 

 

WEEK4WASTE 
 

The aim of the project Week4Waste is to make the world greener 
by picking up waste in your surroundings. 
 

It is certainly the time for club members to be conscious about 
waste. During recent months we have seen many face masks 
thrown all over the place. People must think more about protecting 
nature. As Y’s Men we have an opportunity to lead and as a group 
walk around and pick-up litter. 

 

Week4Waste will be held worldwide on April 18-25, 2021. For more information, please visit: 
https://www.ysmen.org/our-work/environment/week4waste/ 

 

 
 
INTERNATIONAL CONVENTION 2022 
Submitted by Phil Sammer  
 

Aloha! 
 

Preparations are moving into high gear for the 2022 International convention celebrating the 100th 
anniversary of Y’s Men International which will take place August 10-14, 2022, only twenty short 
months away!  We have identified chair persons for most key local committees but still need more 
Hawai’i Y’s men and women to take on organizing responsibilities. Your ideas and kokua are 
essential to the success of the event.  We are also in the process of assigning individual volunteers to 
specific committees.  Volunteer coordinator, Regional Director-elect Joe-Ann McCarthy, is still 
collecting names, cell phone and email information. You do not have to opt at this time for a specific 
committee as we will fill spots as needed. You can contact Joe-Ann directly at   
<jmccarthy96744@gmail.com>. 
 

Hosting an international convention is a large undertaking with many moving parts that involves all 
the regions in the US Area. We are also receiving invaluable help from Area Canada-Caribbean. I 
know that the Hawai’i Region is especially anxious to welcome visitors to our shores and extend the 
true Aloha spirit that has always been the hallmark of our beautiful islands. Mahalo! 
 

Phil Sammer, IC 2022 Host committee Co-Chair 
 

US Area News 

https://www.ysmen.org/our-work/international-support/roll-back-malaria/
https://www.ysmen.org/our-work/international-support/roll-back-malaria/
https://www.ysmen.org/our-work/environment/week4waste/
https://ysmen.us5.list-manage.com/track/click?u=99bc715ddf3a87e246f7e5d18&id=5eef88b8dc&e=f06e71fc06
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HAWAI’I REGION  

Y SERVICE CLUBS 
 

HAPPY NEW 
YEAR! 

 
Y Service Clubs International U.S. Area Council 
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Y Service Clubs International  

U.S. Area 
Hawaii Region 

 

Leadership Team 2020-2021 
 

Regional Director: Sharon Ishida 
Regional Director Elect: Joe-
Ann McCarthy 
Regional Secretary/Treasurer: 
Duke Chung 
Metro District Governor: Melanie 
Kaaihue-Yoshida 
Metro District Lt. Governor: 
Karla Redding 
OVG District Governor: Ken 
Okimoto 

 

Hawaii Region Clubs 
 

Metropolitan District 
Atherton Y Service Club 
Central Y Service Club 
Kaimuki Y Service Club 
Kalihi Y Service Club 
Nuuanu Y’s Men and Women 
Service Club 
West Oahu Y’s Men’s Club 
Windward Y Service Club 
Orchid-Valley-Garden District 
East Kauai Y’s Men’s Club 
Hilo Y’s Men & Women’s Club 
Maui Y Service Club 
 

Important Links 
 

Hawaii Region Website: 
https://yserviceclubshawaii.org/ 
Facebook Group Page: 
http://facebook.com/groups/ysm
enhawaii 

U.S Area Y Service Website: 
http://yserviceclubsusa.org 

Y’s Men International 

Website:  http://www.ysmen.org 
 

Our International Motto: 
To acknowledge the duty that 

accompanies every right. 
 

Next issue will be in April 2021 
and deadline for articles is April 
7. Deadline for the July 2021 
newsletters to be announced 
later. Send club and district 
stories and pictures to Melanie 
Kaaihue-Yoshida at 
miekogecko@gmail. com. 

HAWAII REGION CALENDAR 
 

February 

 
  6 – Metro District Meeting (Via Zoom) 10 a.m.  
12 – Chinese New Year (Year of the Ox) 
14 – Valentine’s Day 
15 – Area and International Second Semester Dues to Duke 

Chung. 
27 – Time of Fast (TOF) payment due to Duke Chung.  
 

March 

 
TBA – Peace Poster Contest 
17 – St. Patrick’s Day 
26 – Prince Kuhio Day (Hawai’i State Holiday) 
30 – Brotherhood Fund Payment is due to Duke Chung (West 
Oahu) 
 

April 

 
TBA – Convention Reports Due 
  2 – Good Friday 
  4 – Easter 
  7 – Submit Articles for the Region Bulletin to Melanie 

Kaaihue-Yoshida (Kalihi)  
18–25 – Week4Waste 
25 – International Roll Back Malaria Day 
  

May 

 
 

TBD – Metro District Meeting (Via Zoom)  
 28-30 – 84th Annual Hawaii Region Convention 
 31 – Memorial Day  
 

NOTE: CALENDAR IS FOR GENERAL REFERENCE. DATES 
AND TIMES SUBJECT TO CHANGE.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 

                                      

https://yserviceclubshawaii.org/
http://facebook.com/groups/ysmenhawaii
http://facebook.com/groups/ysmenhawaii
http://yserviceclubsusa.org/
http://www.ysmen.org/

